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MOTION (maximum approx. 100 words – please refer to the attached Guidelines and Procedures)

SHORT RATIONALE – Why this motion should be considered (maximum approx. 250 words) 


	Sponsor of the motion: Daniel Fontaine
	Title: CEO
	MOTION maximum approx 100 words  please refer to the attached Guidelines and Procedures: Resolved, that governments across Canada, along with relevant health care stakeholders, commit to develop a National Seniors Safety Strategy within the next three years that would outline strategies to promote seniors safety including best practices and addressing areas such falls prevention, resident-on-resident aggression, reducing adverse drug events, worker safety, elder abuse and/or improved safety measures within either a private home or residential care setting. 
	Organization: BC Care Providers Association
	Email: dfontaine@bccare.ca
	Phone: 604-736-4233 ext 229
	SHORT RATIONALE  Why this motion should be considered maximum approx 250 words: Canada’s population is aging. By 2036, the number of seniors aged 65 years will more than double, making up to approximately 25 per cent of the total population.  With this aging population seniors and their care providers will faced increased challenges to improve and maintain patient and worker safety. 

In BC, for example, falls are the most common cause of injury among seniors. Each year, one in three BC seniors experience at least one fall. Injuries from falls account for 85 per cent of all injuries to seniors and cost the BC government over $150 million annually in health costs. A February 2013 report from the Canadian Institute for Health Information (CIHI) notes that 1 in 200 Canadian seniors had to be admitted to hospital because of adverse reaction to a drug.

With the aging population, it will be important to focus on how to prevent serious injuries from occurring in the first place. To achieve this one potential area that should be of focus is that of Seniors Safety. A cross-collaborative initiative, for example, could focus on specific issues that have received significant attention both here in BC and nationally including falls prevention, reducing adverse drug events, elder abuse and/or safety within either a private home or residential care setting. 


